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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-12&18-24 are allowable over the prior art of record. 
The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 1 , the invention relates to an information input apparatus 
whereby, when a second type of information has been input in a format added to a first 
type of information, after having recorded the first type of information with header 
information including the input date and time of the first type of information, adding of 
information can be performed easily by recording the second type of information while 
annexing header information identical to or related to the first type of information. 

The closest references Fukuoka (US 5,614,846) discloses a still camera for 
coding and decoding image data with respect to a photographed image and recording 
and reproducing these data from a recording medium, and Hashimoto et al (US 
5,815,201) teach a digital electronic camera and the interfacing of the camera to an 
external processing device which monitors, receives images and/or audio, and/or 
controls the camera through an input/output interface, including a digital electronic 
camera which automatically detects a connection to an external processing device 

However, Fukuoka and Hashimoto et al fail to explicitly disclose an information 
processing apparatus, where the apparatus further comprises deleting means for 
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deleting one of the first and second digitized information from the electronic memory 
when the first and second header informations are the same without deleting the other 
of the first and second digitized information from the electronic memory. 

Regarding claim 6, the invention relates to an information input apparatus 
whereby, when a second type of information has been input in a format added to a first 
type of information, after having recorded the first type of information with header 
information including the input date and time of the first type of information, adding of 
information can be performed easily by recording the second type of information while 
annexing header information identical to or related to the first type of information. 

The closest references Fukuoka (US 5,614,846) discloses a still camera for 
coding and decoding image data with respect to a photographed image and recording 
and reproducing these data from a recording medium, and Hashimoto et al (US 
5,815,201) teach a digital electronic camera and the interfacing of the camera to an 
external processing device which monitors, receives images and/or audio, and/or 
controls the camera through an input/output interface, including a digital electronic 
camera which automatically detects a connection to an external processing device 

However, Fukuoka and Hashimoto et al fail to explicitly disclose an information 
processing apparatus, where the apparatus further comprises deleting means for 
deleting one of the first and second digitized signals from the electronic memory when 
the first and second header informations associated with the first and second digitized 
signals are the same without deleting the other of the first and second digitized signals 
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Regarding claim 8, the invention relates to an information input apparatus 
whereby, when a second type of information has been input in a format added to a first 
type of information, after having recorded the first type of information with header 
information including the input date and time of the first type of information, adding of 
information can be performed easily by recording the second type of information while 
annexing header information identical to or related to the first type of information. 

The closest references Fukuoka (US 5,614,846) discloses a still camera for 
coding and decoding image data with respect to a photographed image and recording 
and reproducing these data from a recording medium, and Hashimoto et al (US 
5,815,201) teach a digital electronic camera and the interfacing of the camera to an 
external processing device which monitors, receives images and/or audio, and/or 
controls the camera through an input/output interface, including a digital electronic 
camera which automatically detects a connection to an external processing device 

However, Fukuoka and Hashimoto et al fail to explicitly disclose a method of 
processing apparatus with an information processing device having information 
receiving means, conversion means for digitizing information received by the 
information receiving means, an electronic memory, and a microprocessor, the 
microprocessor having a clock circuit, an annexing means and reproduction means, 
where the method further includes the steps of deleting one of the first and second 
digital signals from the electronic memory when the first and second header 
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informations are the same without deleting the other of the first and second digital 
signals from the electronic memory. 

Regarding claim 18, the invention relates to an information input apparatus 
whereby, when a second type of information has been input in a format added to a first 
type of information, after having recorded the first type of information with header 
information including the input date and time of the first type of information, adding of 
information can be performed easily by recording the second type of information while 
annexing header information identical to or related to the first type of information. 

The closest references Fukuoka (US 5,614,846) discloses a still camera for 
coding and decoding image data with respect to a photographed image and recording 
and reproducing these data from a recording medium, and Hashimoto et al (US 
5,815,201) teach a digital electronic camera and the interfacing of the camera to an 
external processing device which monitors, receives images and/or audio, and/or 
controls the camera through an input/output interface, including a digital electronic 
camera which automatically detects a connection to an external processing device 

However, Fukuoka and Hashimoto et al fail to explicitly disclose an information 
input apparatus, where the apparatus comprises control means for ensuring that when 
new information is input by the input means while information recorded by the recording 
means is being replayed by the replay means, the header information attached to the 
information being replayed and header information attached to the new information are 
one of the same and related header information. 
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Regarding claim 19, the invention relates to an information input apparatus 
whereby, when a second type of information has been input in a format added to a first 
type of information, after having recorded the first type of information with header 
information including the input date and time of the first type of information, adding of 
information can be performed easily by recording the second type of information while 
annexing header information identical to or related to the first type of information. 

The closest references Fukuoka (US 5,614,846) discloses a still camera for 
coding and decoding image data with respect to a photographed image and recording 
and reproducing these data from a recording medium, and Hashimoto et al (US 
5,815,201) teach a digital electronic camera and the interfacing of the camera to an 
external processing device which monitors, receives images and/or audio, and/or 
controls the camera through an input/output interface, including a digital electronic 
camera which automatically detects a connection to an external processing device 

However, Fukuoka and Hashimoto et al fail to explicitly disclose an information 
input apparatus, where the apparatus comprises control means for ensuring that when 
new information is input by the input means while information recorded by the recording 
means is being replayed by the replay means, the header information attached to the 
information being replayed and header information attached to the new information are 
one of the same and related header information. 

Regarding claim 20, the invention relates to an information input apparatus 
whereby, when a second type of information has been input in a format added to a first 
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type of information, after having recorded the first type of information with header 
information including the input date and time of the first type of information, adding of 
information can be performed easily by recording the second type of information while 
annexing header information identical to or related to the first type of information. 

The closest references Fukuoka (US 5,614,846) discloses a still camera for 
coding and decoding image data with respect to a photographed image and recording 
and reproducing these data from a recording medium, and Hashimoto et al (US 
5,815,201) teach a digital electronic camera and the interfacing of the camera to an 
external processing device which monitors, receives images and/or audio, and/or 
controls the camera through an input/output interface, including a digital electronic 
camera which automatically detects a connection to an external processing device 

However, Fukuoka and Hashimoto et al fail to explicitly disclose an information 
input apparatus, where the apparatus further comprises a controller for ensuring that 
when new information is input by the input device while information recorded in the 
electronic memory is being replayed, header information attached to the information 
being replayed and header information attached to the new information are one of the 
same and related header information. 

Regarding claim 21, the invention relates to an information input apparatus 
whereby, when a second type of information has been input in a format added to a first 
type of information, after having recorded the first type of information with header 
information including the input date and time of the first type of information, adding of 



Application/Control Number: 09/803,052 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2616 

information can be performed easily by recording the second type of information while 
annexing header information identical to or related to the first type of information. 

The closest references Fukuoka (US 5,614,846) discloses a still camera for 
coding and decoding image data with respect to a photographed image and recording 
and reproducing these data from a recording medium, and Hashimoto et al (US 
5,815,201) teach a digital electronic camera and the interfacing of the camera to an 
external processing device which monitors, receives images and/or audio, and/or 
controls the camera through an input/output interface, including a digital electronic 
camera which automatically detects a connection to an external processing device 

However, Fukuoka and Hashimoto et al fail to explicitly disclose a method of 
processing with an information input apparatus, where the method further comprises 
wherein when new information is input into the information input apparatus while 
information that has been recorded is being replayed, the header information attached 
to the information being replayed and header information attached to the new 
information being input are one of the same and related header information. 

Regarding claim 22, the invention relates to an information input apparatus 
whereby, when a second type of information has been input in a format added to a first 
type of information, after having recorded the first type of information with header 
information including the input date and time of the first type of information, adding of 
information can be performed easily by recording the second type of information while 
annexing header information identical to or related to the first type of information. 
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The closest references Fukuoka (US 5,614,846) discloses a still camera for 
coding and decoding image data with respect to a photographed image and recording 
and reproducing these data from a recording medium, and Hashimoto et al (US 
5,815,201) teach a digital electronic camera and the interfacing of the camera to an 
external processing device which monitors, receives images and/or audio, and/or 
controls the camera through an input/output interface, including a digital electronic 
camera which automatically detects a connection to an external processing device 

However, Fukuoka and Hashimoto et al fail to explicitly disclose an information 
processing apparatus, where the apparatus further comprises deleting means for 
deleting the first type of information from the electronic memory with the first type of 
information having the first time annexed thereto and deleting the second type of 
information having the second time annexed thereto when the second time is equal to 
the first time. 

Regarding claim 23, the invention relates to an information input apparatus 
whereby, when a second type of information has been input in a format added to a first 
type of information, after having recorded the first type of information with header 
information including the input date and time of the first type of information, adding of 
information can be performed easily by recording the second type of information while 
annexing header information identical to or related to the first type of information. 

The closest references Fukuoka (US 5,614,846) discloses a still camera for 
coding and decoding image data with respect to a photographed image and recording 
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and reproducing these data from a recording medium, and Hashimoto et al (US 
5,815,201 ) teach a digital electronic camera and the interfacing of the camera to an 
external processing device which monitors, receives images and/or audio, and/or 
controls the camera through an input/output interface, including a digital electronic 
camera which automatically detects a connection to an external processing device 

However, Fukuoka and Hashimoto et al fail to explicitly disclose an information 
processing apparatus, where the apparatus further comprises deleting means for 
deleting the first digitized signals from the electronic memory with the first digitized 
signals having a first time annexed thereto and deleting the second digitized signals 
having a second time annexed thereto when the second time is equal to the first time. 

Regarding claim 24, the invention relates to an information input apparatus 
whereby, when a second type of information has been input in a format added to a first 
type of information, after having recorded the first type of information with header 
information including the input date and time of the first type of information, adding of 
information can be performed easily by recording the second type of information while 
annexing header information identical to or related to the first type of information. 

The closest references Fukuoka (US 5,614,846) discloses a still camera for 
coding and decoding image data with respect to a photographed image and recording 
and reproducing these data from a recording medium, and Hashimoto et al (US 
5,815,201) teach a digital electronic camera and the interfacing of the camera to an 
external processing device which monitors, receives images and/or audio, and/or 
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controls the camera through an input/output interface, including a digital electronic 
camera which automatically detects a connection to an external processing device 
However, Fukuoka and Hashimoto et al fail to explicitly disclose a methof of 
processing information with an information processing device having information 
receiving means, an electronic memory, and a microprocessor, the microprocessor 
having a clock circuit, an annexing means and reproduction means, where the method 
further includes the steps of deleting the first digital signals from the electronic memory 
with the first digital signals having the first time annexed thereto and deleting the second 
digital signals having the second time annexed thereto when the second time is equal to 
the first time. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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